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I.  Purpose

The Orchestra program is designed so that all members of the ensemble may expand their understanding and appreciation of orchestral music. The purpose will be achieved through the study of outstanding repertoire and performance practices.   The class will increase musicality, refine intonation, increase knowledge of various classical styles, other genre and develop a higher level of technical facility. Students will increase knowledge of counting various rhythms and performing in an array of musical keys.

II. Goals

1.  Tone Production - Demonstrate through performance a characteristic tone that blends with the ensemble.

2.  Rhythm - Recognize and perform basic rhythmic patterns with regard to steady beat, tempo, meter, time signature, and counting rhythms aloud.

3.  Technique - Demonstrate through performance basic elements of playing technique with regard to scales, key signatures, articulation, intonation, accuracy, and facility.

4.  Musicianship and Musical Knowledge - Recognize, demonstrate, describe basic musical terms, symbols, dynamics, style, and phrasing.

5.  Ensemble Performance Skills - Demonstrate accurate performance on your appropriately assigned part of the ensemble focusing on application of accurate pitch and rhythm, appropriate dynamics and balance, appropriate phrasing and expression, response to conducting gestures, and appropriate concert etiquette.

6.  Work Habits and Other Performance Factors – Demonstrate professional performance posture, recognize and follow conductor’s beat patterns, maintain proper instrument maintenance, bring required materials for class, maintain daily home practice, and demonstrate outstanding orchestral rehearsal participation.
III. Class Materials and Lab Fee

There is a $25.00 Lab fee per semester for Orchestra.
The lab fee pays for music, district bus fees, scholarship (s) and Orchestra materials. 
The following items are necessary for orchestra students:

1.  Instrument - with necessary accessories such as rosin, mute, extra set of strings, and a shoulder rest or rock stop.

2.  Chromatic tuner-may be an app. on your phone

3.  Metronome-may be an app. on your phone

4.  Music stand for home

5.  Music folder or 3-ring binder to hold practice music

6.  Music journal to reflect on classical recordings
IV. Grading Policy

A. Individual Performance Tests (30%):

Both playing and written tests, measuring knowledge and skills in:  tone quality, note reading, proper fingering, bowing, rhythmic accuracy, articulation, playing position, musical terms, intonation, and tempo/pulse.  Students should be prepared to take their performance test on the assigned test date.  If a student has an excused absence on a test date, they will be allowed to take their test on the next class date without penalty.  *Taking a performance test at a later time will result in the student's test grade being lowered 10 points for each class day the test is late.  
B. Daily Classroom Rehearsals, Dress Rehearsals and Concerts (40%):

Orchestra members are expected to be present during school rehearsals and at all performances/rehearsals outside the normal school day.

Ten (10) participation points will be assigned for each class rehearsal following these expectations:

Arrive on time!  Arrive musically prepared!  Arrive with a great work ethic and all materials!

500 points will be assigned for each Concert and/or rehearsal outside of the normal school day for each quarter.  In order to receive the designated points, you must be on time and present at the concert/rehearsal.  Conflicts should always be reported to the director in advance so that a suitable solution can be arranged, if possible. There will be a written or performance assignment for an excused concert absence. 

Work, transportation, homework, and sports/club practices are not excused absences.

C. Mastery Assessments/Written Work (15%):

Practice is essential to your success and should be considered a homework assignment for instrumental music.  With consistent daily practice, we are confident that you will succeed in orchestra.  

Students will be given a bi-weekly or monthly practice assignment sheet.  This will be a detailed assignment sheet including specific practice spots.  Please be responsible for practicing specific and challenging passages in our repertoire.

Students are encouraged to practice each day for 40-60 minutes.
Mastery Assessment Description:
String instrument skills, ear training concepts, and specific musical passages will be the focus of this 15% of the student’s grade.

Skills to include vibrato, shifting exercises, intonation-pitch matching, tuning strings, harmonics, specific bowing styles and scales.

The mastery assessments are not the same as performance tests.  Students will be given 1-2 weeks to “master” the concept or skill.

The word “master” relates to what is appropriate to the specific grade level, not necessarily, a symphony musician level of mastery.

Grades (+ (100%), ( (85%), or (-  (70%) will be given at the end of 4 week period. 

D. Semester or Final Exam (15%)

Exams are required at the High School level.  Our exams will be written, performance or a combination of both.  We will prepare for exams by the use of Study guides and classroom practice for exams.
E. Honor Grade Option

10th -12th grade students may wish to challenge their self to earing an Honors Grade in Orchestra. There is a form with all of the requirements for this grade option.  Ask the Director at the beginning of the semester for the Honor Grade option form. 
V.  Academic Expectations
1. Attend all classes, rehearsals, and performances on time!

2. Attend class with materials: instrument, music, folder, and pencil.

3. Consistent daily practice, at home of Sparks concert repertoire, scales, and solos.

4. Students are to be musically engaged during rehearsal with the goal of excellent musicianship.

VI. Behavior Expectations/Citizenship Grade  

Guidelines for general conduct, behavior, and discipline are outlined in the Sparks Student Handbook and students are expected to follow these guidelines in orchestra class.  Below are some specific guidelines for the orchestra program. 

1.  Cell phones and any other electronic device are not to be used, seen, or heard during class/music rehearsals.

2.  Students are to be musically engaged during rehearsal, and maintain a positive and cooperative rapport.

3.  Food and drink should be consumed before entering our orchestra room or stage area.

4.  BE ON TIME! Enter our room quietly before the tardy bell.  Within two minutes, be in assigned seat with folder and instrument.

5.  Maintain care to the instruments, music folders and equipment in the orchestra room.
VII. Instruments

Students are expected to provide their own instruments for use in orchestra.  The school will issue an instrument to a student based on need as determined by the school administration and director. Students issued a school instrument are held personally and financially responsible for that instrument. It is their responsibility to return the instrument in good working order and to take care of the instrument properly while it is in their use.   All other repairs will be handled by the school district.  If a school instrument is not working properly, a student MUST NOT take it to be repaired; he/she should inform the director so that the problem can be corrected.   If the instrument is lost or damaged beyond the possibility of repair, the student will be responsible for replacing the instrument with another of the same make, model, style, and finish at current replacement cost.   Students using a school owned instrument, are required to pay a $50.00 maintenance/use fee.  Any student that is unable to pay the fee should let us know, so that we can provide assistance.  The fee will be due by Friday, August 26, 2016.
VIII. Concert Dress Attire

Appropriate concert dress is essential. Please dress as requested and appropriately for concert performances. 

Ladies: Black dress slacks, black long sleeved or ¾ length sleeved blouse and black dress shoes. 

Men: Black Dress Slacks, Black dress shirt, long dark tie, black dress socks, and black dress shoes.  

IX. Audition Procedures – Chamber, Sinfonia & Concert Orchestra

In the spring of each year, usually in May, students will audition for chair and ensemble placement within the Chamber, Sinfonia and Concert Orchestra. The audition consists of various musical and technical excerpts, scales, and perhaps a solo, and sight-reading.  During the course of the year, chair placement and ensemble placement may change based on various factors such as student performance on tests, work ethic and attendance at performances and rehearsals. 

X. Out-of-Town Travel Policies

The North Valley’s Handbook lists policies and guidelines for being eligible to participate in interscholastic activities, athletic and non-athletic.  The orchestra will adhere to these policies for all out-of-town trips.  Students must be eligible for the quarter or semester in which the trip will occur.  Failure to do so will jeopardize his/her opportunity to participate on the trip.  It is the student's responsibility to maintain his/her eligibility so that he/she can participate on orchestra trips.  If a student becomes ineligible in the term in which the orchestra trip occurs, moneys may be forfeited due to prepayment to out-of-school agencies. 

In addition to the above, the following guidelines will be used:

1.  In order to be eligible to travel with the orchestra, each student must be invited and qualify based on defined performance expectations outlined in class.  Students will be given adequate notification and time to meet the performance eligibility criteria.

2.  Students are expected to have satisfactory citizenship in ALL classes during the term in which the trip will occur.  Failure to do so will jeopardize his/her opportunity to participate on the trip.

3.  Students must attend all performances and rehearsals during the course of the year.  Failure to do so will jeopardize his/her opportunity to participate on the trip.

4.  Students must maintain at least a "B" average in orchestra in order to be eligible for the trip.

5.  Each student's trip must be paid in full by the appropriate time.  Each student is responsible for earning the money for the trip through fund-raising activities or through personal contributions.

6.  Students who have a record of disciplinary and behavior problems in the classroom or school will jeopardize their opportunity to go on the trip.  These cases will be handled through consultation with appropriate principals, teachers, and the director.

7.  Students will be given, prior to each trip, a list of behavior expectations for that trip.
XI. Orchestra Awards

The Outstanding Orchestral Musician Award

This award is presented to the senior or seniors who, during four years in orchestra, has become an outstanding musician on his/her instrument.  The student must be enrolled in the orchestra program and should participate in other outside activities such as the musical orchestra, Suburban Orchestra, All-State Orchestra, Solo Festival, the Youth Symphony, or other community groups.  The student has demonstrated leadership qualities, be a good role model for other students, have a good knowledge of music, go beyond the call of duty, willingly help out in the day-to-day operation of the orchestra program, and demonstrate qualities that are similar to the director. The award will also include a scholarship toward the student's future education.

The Paganini Orchestra Service Award

The Paganini Award is presented to a student who demonstrates outstanding musical technique on their instrument.  Niccolo Paganini (1782-1840) was one of the greatest violinists of all time.  The student should have participated in honor orchestras such as the All-State Orchestra, Suburban Orchestra or Youth Symphony Orchestra.  This student should display outstanding leadership through their character and musical performance during class and concerts.  

North Valleys High School Orchestras

Performance and Rehearsal Calendar

2017-2018
Tues. Oct. 10-North Valleys HS Fall Concert, @ HS Theater, 7:00 p.m.

.

Tues. Dec. 5-North Valleys HS Winter Concert, @ HS Theater, 7:00 p.m.

Thurs. Feb 15-District Honor Concert, Pioneer Center, 7:00 p.m 

Sat. Feb. 24-Solo & Ensemble Festival at Depoali MS 

Sat. Mar. 10-Orchestra Zone Concert, @ North Valleys HS Gym, 7:00 p.m.

Thurs. March 22-WCSD Orchestra Festival @ UNR p.m. time tba

April 12-14-All State Festival in Las Vegas
Thurs. May 15-North Valleys HS Spring Concert @ HS Theater, 7:00 p.m.

*Bolded items are required for All North Valleys HS Orchestra Students.
Have an awesome school year and I hope you love being a member of our Orchestra!
ORCHESTRA HANDBOOK FORM

Please sign in the appropriate areas and detach this page.  Return to Mr. Lindhorst by Friday, August 11, 2017.  If you have questions, please feel free to call or email.  

This assignment is worth 100 points and is your first classroom grade.

I have read and understand the information contained in the 
North Valleys High School Orchestra Student Handbook. 

Print Student Name___________________________________________________

Student Signature_____________________________________________________

Print Parent/Guardian Name_____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature_____________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Email address___________________________________________















Date_______












